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The Honorable Jerry Costello

Member, United States House
of Representatives

327 W. Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220

Dear Mr. Costello:

Thank you for your letter of March 1, 1994, regarding updated
information on the National Priorities List (NPL) evaluation of
the Dead Creek area in Sauget and Cahokia, Illinois.

In general, a site is proposed for the NPL by preparation of a
Hazard Ranking System (HRS) scoring package. If the site score
exceeds 28.5, it is submitted to the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) Headquarters for Quality
Assurance/Quality Control (QA/QC). The QA/QC revisions are
forwarded to the Region who then prepares the final draft
package. This final draft is then forwarded by U.S. EPA
Headquarters to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) who
reviews all potential NPL candidate sites. If the site passes
OMB review, the site is then proposed draft to the NPL by
publication in the Federal Register. A sixty day comment period
then follows and the EPA must respond to all comments that are
received before that site can be proposed final on the NPL. The
final proposal is also published in the Federal Register.

Currently, we are evaluating this area, known as Sauget Area 1
under the site assessment program, as a candidate for the
National Priorities List. Since we are in the early stages of
this process, we cannot discuss the specifics of this particular
HRS package since it is considered predecisional. In addition to
the HRS review, the U.S. EPA has also begun the evaluation of
Potentially Responsible Parties (PRP8) to determine the
likelihood of an enforcement action at this site.

I have enclosed a copy of a briefing memorandum that was prepared
for our Agency by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
(IEPA) . As you know, the IEPA is actively involved in evaluating
the Sauget Area and has provided most of the site assessment
information, to date. Their fact sheet gives a brief description
of the various sites which constitute Sauget Area 1. Since
receipt of your previous letter sent by IEPA on December 9, 1993,
the IEPA in response to a citizen complaint sampled at Site M on
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March 11, 1994. Initial review of the sample results reveal
similar compounds as indicated before. The Illinois Dept. of
FeRltn ATDPRY , 'n tonjuntiiun with tYhe TREPA, are reviewing ‘the
results and will provide their final determination to the City of
Cahokia.

If you have any additional questions, please contact me. Thank
you for your interest in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ original sicnct bl ‘}

W11$1am Sad&(l "ﬁﬁi i

Valdas V. Adamkus
Regional Administrator

Enclosure

bce: ORA w/control slip
M. Canavan, ORA
AL w/control slip
K. Westlake, ORA
P. Takacs, IEPA
J. Gore, RRB
S. Borries, ERB
T. Martin, ORC
S. Pastor, OPA
R. Webb, OSF, w/control slip
M. Johnson, ERB, w/control slip
N. Maier, WMD, w/control slip
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March 1, 1994

Mr. Alan Altur EBE Y £ D\
Site Assessment Manager
R 1994

EPA, Site Assessment Section i, i
Office of Superfund
77 W Jackson SITE ASSESSWitii SECTIOL

Chicago, IL 60604
Dear Mr. Altur:

I am writing in regard to Dead Creek in Cahokia, Illinois and I
am interested in obtaining updated information as to the EPA's
progress with this matter.

Recently, I held a town hall meeting in Cahokia and was
confronted by several concerned residents. I am considering
holding a special meeting in the area and inviting all concerned
parties in an effort to bring them up-to-date on this issue.

Enclosed you will find a copy of the letter I received on
December 9, 1993 from Mr. Tom Walters, Legislative Liaison with
the Illinois EPA. As I understand, the process of becoming
included in the National Priorities List is lengthy. Any further
information you could provide me would be appreciated.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact my office
manager Anne Risavy at 618/233-8026. Please forward any
correspondence to my office address marked below.

Mr. Altur, thank you for your attention to this matter and I look
forward to hearing from you.

Sinc

JE . COgTELLO
Me of ngress
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Stute of lllinois
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Mary A. Gade. Ulrector ‘ 2200 Churchil) Road, Springfield, IL 62794-9276

(217) 71823397
Decenber 9, 1993

The Honarable Jecry Coscello
unitaed Scatep Congressman
136) Nindringhaus Avenue
Granitye City. lllinois 62040

Dear Tongrewsnanh Fnvanalla:

Thank you for vou letier of November 23, 1993 in which you
requested informaticn regarding Dead Creck in Cahokia,
Illinois. The fol)inwing information is to addrcos the

questions and concerns of your ToumyLuivueaie, Richard and
Diane McDonnell.

Studies have found *30 different chemicals* in Dead Creek:

Envivonmental studies have found contamination in Dead Craek,
hut Lhe most significant problem from a human health
standpoint. is tha pPCB-contamineted sediment at the boltom of
Lhe cTwck ‘Ted. Wha ‘lychloxinated Biphenyla) do not movc
rewiily ju groundwarer, synce they tend tou bina Lignely 1o
wuil piuzcicles. There might be an increased hazard if the
fndlient were to be 1ransported downstream (through pumpiag
trom the croek-bottom, or apening the culverr gl the creak-
Lottom under Judith Lane, [or example). However. in the
present siluation, the greatest public health threar would
occur if the creck werc to 4spy W compieLely allowiny PCR-
conraminatad 3cdimencs in the creck bed to be carried by the
wind or by an'mals intu nearby residential yards. Such 3
drwvrglopment. appesrs to be fap-in che t™atire, ac this point

IFPA has submitred the Superfund “scoring packuge® tor Sauge
Sitce Area T tow U.S. EPA'S Region V office, whece it is under
finai review., This document {s the basis toz proposzing the
ares contuining Decad Croek for inclusion in the National
Primritics List (NPL). The final package is expected to go

‘0 U.S. CPA headguarters this monthf? and the federal agency
could formally propose Area [ for the NPL as soon as Lhe
Jpring of 1994¢ |

E{ght -foot-high fence arcund part of Daad Creel”
Wusl Jn the 1980's U.S. ErA comscructed ¢ fencw avound Deaq

Oraak Sogment 8 (norith of Judith Lane, to Quaeny Ave., in;
Sauget), and arcvund sevcrel oLther Suuger Siles {Sitle &, Site 7

Mristed s Aacyciod Ager

—
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EX ARG SLLEEI” in order o limit public access and prevent
expnsure of tha public to the chemical contamination known to
be pregsent at those sirtes. In some cases the danger was not
only direct contact. but also the possibiliLy of consuming
cuntaminated fish {rom theosa watars. Another purpose of
constructing the fence was rto prevent any continued dunping
of wastes 4t rhw sites.

EPA *blocked the creek®” at Judith Lane”

(EPA has no formal record of how the culvert under Judith
Lane came to be blocked. We believe that the culvert was
probahly blocked in the lata 1960s or esrly 19703 in order to
halt the turscher couthward miqration of contaminant.s that
were known .o be moving inte the two norchern segmuucs ol rhe
creek frum sdjacant hazardous waste a:res. yeds-not”
wamcly Clear What qoves ~PLivace party

uaily ordered or carricd oub.-ihe hlncktng setion, buc Lhe
[inding in more racent yeats ol PCB contaminatien in
sedimgats above Judiith Lano (as wall as thosc south of
Judith) makaes cthis action sesmn prudent today. The [act that
the PCss cend co stay wirh the sediment particles, howecver,
suggasrs a ramedy for rhe concerns expressed by ares
residente. if water could be pumped out ot Segmenc B to the l
nrarby American Battoms wustewalLor treatment plant, without
disturbing the PCB-contaminated sedimenis, thce water level ’
could be rcduced.

Concerns about possible hedlth hszards frum odors in creak:

Responding to concerns expressed over the summer by axca
rceidencs, IEPA vampled the creek water both above Judith
lLane (9/24/93, 9/28/93, & 10/15/93) and below Judith
(10/1%/93) to make sure the watar did not posc a significant
public haalth threat. JIBPA'S Office of Chemical Sstery (OCOF
roncluded that the contaminanis present in the wster woulds
not puse a public health risk, but noted that certain
rhemicals (nolably phenolics) chat were chsracteristic of
site G (wasL ot Decad Creek south of Queeny Ave.) wera found :
abuve the vary low odor thrashold for these chemicals. :
Recsidaats would ymeil Lhese chemical odors atl lavels tar too

low to ha harmtul.

iren., lead. and phenolic compounds in Lhe walLcr excceded
Stute watcr quality stendards und would be potentially
lamaging ro fish and other aguartic species.

lrne Oftice ot Chamical sufety ulsc noted Lhiat the Jevel: ot

IXPA says net to drais the oxeeks .

TEPA has loung wurned ogainst disturbiny the cuntaminated
swdiments in the creak, and the Stute has nac had the fund;nq1
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that woulid have been nceded to pay for pumping water from
above Judith Lane into the American Bottom3 treatment works.
The JEPA has bcen opan to that solution trom the start ot
tliis unusual Elooding cvent, but no party came forward with o
workoble way t.o gat Lhe water from the creek Lo this trecatment
works: no sewers exist.ed nearby in Cahokia with the necded
capacity.

Howiver, as noted previously, based on bnth old and recent
zampling, IEPA held tha vicw rhac water could satfely (from a
human hcalth standpoint) be pumped from this crcek segment ag
lony as the scediments were not disturbed. This could be
accomplished by kceping the pump intake a sufficienL height
above the creck bed. Thus, the cieek seyment cuuld not
3afely be pumped dry (not a desirable state anyway, since
chat would axpose contaminalced sedimentcs), but it coula bLe
pumped duwn, considerably, to alleviate the flooding problem.
Again, becauuc tests of the water in Dead Creek nocth ot
JudiLh Lane have exccedead State watcr standards and cuuld
harm che c¢nviromncnt, the IFPA has recummended the ogption ot
pumping the water to a treatiment tacility.

Om Novemher 16, 1993, afrer a particularly hwavy series of
storms, Mayor King. ot Cahokia contacted IFPA Lo inform tha
Aqeancy that Cohokia was starting to pump wutcr from above
Judith Lane to the next segment of Dead Creek. 'he mayor was
informed that Cahokia was undertaking some risk of Leing
drawn in as a Potencially Responsible Party 7f it wera to be
claimed in the future Lhat this action had sprcad
contamipacion from the area north of Judith Lane. IFPA ulso
emphasized that recent tcosts ol tha surface water had shown
lavels of contamination thut would vinlate state standards na
wighr harm aqualic specics it Lhe water were not treutced
hefuorc baing released to the envirunment. Cahokiu officiuls
wera advised strongly Lo aveid placing the intake so us to
disturd rhe contaminated sediments. however.

RTEST shscuStions with ' the meyor led to s ghone cnofersnen
‘Gth IEPA that concluded thst no treatment process would be
xeguired tor the emerzgency pumping Lo slleviete the fleoding,
baswd en 18PA’S focont pampling resuits and che dilvcion with
extier Yunotf water prior to Lhe wates reaching the.
Minsingippl River (seae attachad lettar {com Mayor Ring)}? The
numicg continued tor szevaral days, was halted for seversl
wore, and was reyumed when groundwater rgcharge upparantly
vrefillcd the cronk.

" Whilc the pumping cuantinues, IEPA has periodicully sampled
the creek water. IFPA Look A sumple of Lhe water being
pumped from norrh of Judith Lane on 11/19/93 and found
increased ievels of phenolic compounds. Again, Lhese levcls
4o aot indicate any human health risk. but they show an
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increased threat to aquatic organiems.

Pezceived bazard to residents from water seepage iato
basements:

In responae ko concerns expressed by the Mcbonnell's, [LPA
sampled the seepage water in their basement in June, 1993,
and followed up on Sepctember 28 by re sampling rhat basamanr,
and five others near the creek that had seepage problems.
Stan Black, uf IEPA’S WLlice of Communicy Relations, nocified
ell the residents by phond on Owmtabear 1d that the sample
resulits had been quite aerma! £4%- basement sespage watdr,
posing no heaallh cisk tO vasidents. oiHPA senc reaidencs
copies cf the lab results for their records on November 9 &
10, and Lhe 1llinois Depariment of Public (lealth (LOPU) sent
letvers to the residents explaining the resules in health
Lerms on November 24,

Property value concerns; Need to inform potentisl buyers:

Sean Black, of TrA's Office of Community Relaricrna, had
indeed menticned tc Diane McDonnell in the course of a phone
conversation that several realtors and/or appraisers from her
area had called him to obtain informaticon on contamination in
the Dead Creask area. They had apeccificually mentioned that
they had & professional *duty to infarm® poranrial buysra in
the area about possikly adverse tactdra that could attect
properily values. rart of the motivation for TRPA‘A afforr ro
add Area I te che NPL is the desire to remedy the
anironmenta’l problems in che area sa that locel rasidencs
wi.l nct need to be ccncerned about their citects on property
valuls.

‘his response to your inquiry has been delayed by the
Lluidity of Lhe Dead Creek silLuation. Indeed, matiers have
not. yect reached o settled stote, by any mcans. We are
sending {our offica rhis responae in order to ba as complara
as poseible at this time, but we will also provide further
updares as addinicnal dEnUpRARLs DTTUr.

1t I can ke of further assistance, please dc not hesitate to
call.

Sinccrely,

Lhimas fliellta.

Thomas P. Walters
Legislative Liaison

Msz!ll U 4 5

Eaclosure

aa7?



